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Workshop: Effective Research Skills for Designing Sustainable Structures

Objective: Equip participants with essential research skills for gathering information to
design sustainable structures. The condensed 75-minute workshop will focus on
practical examples related to sustainable architecture and construction.

Workshop Agenda:
1. Introduction (10 minutes):
e Welcome and brief overview of the workshop's objective.

o Emphasize the importance of effective research in designing sustainable
structures.

2. Understanding Sustainable Design (10 minutes):
o Define sustainable design principles and their significance in architecture.

o Briefly discuss key terms such as green building, energy efficiency, and eco-
friendly materials.

3. Identifying Research Topics (10 minutes):
e Quickly brainstorm potential research topics related to sustainable structures.

o Example: Participants can explore topics like passive solar design, green roofing,
or sustainable building materials.

4. Locating Reliable Sources (15 minutes):

o Demonstrate how to use academic databases, online libraries, and reputable
websites for sourcing information.

e Practical Example: Guide participants in accessing resources like PubMed, IEEE
Xplore, or government sustainability portals.

5. Evaluating Source Credibility (10 minutes):
e Briefly introduce how to assess the credibility of sources.

o Example: Discuss the difference between peer-reviewed journals and non-peer-
reviewed sources.

6. Narrowing Down Information (10 minutes):

e Provide quick strategies for refining search results and extracting relevant
information.
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e Practical Example: Conduct a brief sample search for "innovations in sustainable
building materials" and demonstrate how to filter results.

7. Synthesizing Information (7 minutes):
o Rapidly guide participants in synthesizing information from multiple sources.

o Example: Briefly engage in a quick group activity where participants compile
findings on a specific sustainable design aspect.

8. Citations and References (5 minutes):
e Quickly discuss proper citation methods (APA, MLA, or other).

o Example: Provide a brief overview of creating citations for different types of
sources.

9. Q&A and Discussion (5 minutes):
e Allow a short period for participants to ask questions and share insights.
e Encourage discussion on challenges faced during the research process.
10. Conclusion and Next Steps (8 minutes):
e Summarize key takeaways from the workshop.

o Suggest immediate next steps for participants, such as applying research skills to
specific sustainable design projects
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