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 ‘CLIL is a dual-focused 
educational approach in which 
an additional language is used 
for the learning and teaching of 
both content and language with 
the objective of promoting both 
content and language mastery 
to pre-defined levels’.

(Maljers, Marsh, Wolff, Genesee, Frigols-Martin, 
Mehisto, 2010)

Definitions



                        The acronym

“CLIL has been bold enough to encapsulate itself within an acronym, implying that it is an approach, a philosophy 
- an educational paradigm with frontiers that can be defined…The acronym itself is a good one, because it is 
largely self-explanatory”.  
Phil Ball 



Principles of CLIL

1 Content-Driven
The focus is on learning 

content, and language is a 

tool to achieve this.

2 Language-Rich 
Environment
Creating opportunities for 

students to use language 

in authentic and 

meaningful ways.

3 Interactive and 
Collaborative
Encouraging active 

participation and 

collaborative learning 

through group activities 

and discussions.

4 Integrated Learning
Connecting content and 

language learning 

seamlessly to enhance 

understanding and skill 

development.



Key Features of CLIL

Content Focus

CLIL lessons center around specific 

subject matter, such as science, 

history, or geography.

Language 
ObjectivesClear language learning goals are set 

alongside the content objectives, 

addressing specific language skills 

like listening, speaking, reading, and 

writing.

Authentic Materials

Materials and tasks are real-world 

and relevant to the content being 

taught, encouraging authentic 

language use and engagement.



CLIL trajectory
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Trajectory 

Impact of competence-building 
on curriculum

Parent and student expectations
and demand for quality education

Demand for platforms to enact 
quality in educational systems

Demand for additional languages

Simultaneous with other integrative 
trajectories influencing education

David Marsh

Why CLIL?



The background



CEFRCV, 2020

The background







CLIL Lesson Planning

Lesson Topic Learning Objectives Materials Activities

Climate Change Understand the causes 

and effects of climate 

change, use vocabulary 

related to environmental 

issues, participate in 

discussions.

Textbooks, videos, 

graphs, interactive 

simulations, project 

materials.

Interactive lectures, 

group discussions, 

research projects, 

role-playing scenarios.



4Cs planning grid



An example



CLIL Assessment

Formative 
AssessmentOngoing assessment to monitor 

student progress and provide 

feedback for improvement.

Summative 
AssessmentEvaluates student learning at the 

end of a unit or course, 

measuring overall understanding 

and skills.

Performance 
AssessmentAssess students' abilities to 

apply knowledge and skills in 

real-world contexts, such as 

presentations, projects, and 

simulations.

Portfolio 
AssessmentCollects and evaluates student 

work over time, demonstrating 

growth and development in both 

content and language skills.



Acronyms

https://wheeldecide.com/index.php?c1=CLIL&c2=CALL&c3=TELL&c4=TBL&c5=TBL
L&c6=EMI&c7=EFL&c8=CBI&c9=BICS&c10=CALP&c11=LOTS&c12=HOTS&t=ACRO
NYMS&time=5

https://wheeldecide.com/index.php?c1=CLIL&c2=CALL&c3=TELL&c4=TBL&c5=TBLL&c6=EMI&c7=EFL&c8=CBI&c9=BICS&c10=CALP&c11=LOTS&c12=HOTS&t=ACRONYMS&time=5
https://wheeldecide.com/index.php?c1=CLIL&c2=CALL&c3=TELL&c4=TBL&c5=TBLL&c6=EMI&c7=EFL&c8=CBI&c9=BICS&c10=CALP&c11=LOTS&c12=HOTS&t=ACRONYMS&time=5
https://wheeldecide.com/index.php?c1=CLIL&c2=CALL&c3=TELL&c4=TBL&c5=TBLL&c6=EMI&c7=EFL&c8=CBI&c9=BICS&c10=CALP&c11=LOTS&c12=HOTS&t=ACRONYMS&time=5


CALL/TELL/MALL for CLIL
Learning contexts today are a 

hybrid of overlapping physical and 
virtual spaces which flow into and 
out of each other, tied together by 

new technologies.

(Dudeney et al., 2013)
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The Digital Generation: screenagers

“Teenagers are somehow more different than they used 
to be because of constant exposure to technology

                  Playing the future,  Douglas Ruskoff

Digital as a Second Language DSL
Digital as a Foreign Language DFL

Teenagers who are 
online" and who are 
"always looking at the 
screen." 

David Marsh

Learning technologies



…Peeter 
Mehisto

Growth mindset



…Do 
Coyle

The 4 Cs



Bloom

Cummins

BICS&CALP
HOTS&LOTS



(Meyer, 2010)

CLIL pyramid



“Mixing desk”

Ball, Clegg, 
Kelly



                                     TBL



    Content and Language Integrated Learning 
                                   CLIL

        

Total Immersion 
Partial Immersion
Double Immersion
Bilingual Education 
Two-way Immersion
Dual language Immersion 
Foreign language Immersion
Heritage Language Immersion

Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol
    Cognitive Academic Language Learning
          Cross-curricular Language Teaching
            Content-based Language Teaching
               Task-based Language Instruction
                English as medium of Instruction
                     English for Specific Purposes
                          Content-based Instruction

J.Hattie, Visible Learning, 2009

Feedback



http://clil-cd.ecml.at

European Framework
For CLIL Teacher Education



Webtools for CLIL
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Tools



Repository

http://multidict.net/clilstore/



CLIL in Italy







Letizia Cinganotto


