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INFORMATION SEARCH EXERCISES FOR LABORATORUM 

 

Sustainable economy & circular economy 

Find Wikipedia articles about circular supply chains. Search for how companies close 

material loops in supply chains. 

Find descriptions of degrowth or post-growth economic models. Search for articles 

discussing alternatives to economic growth. 

Find articles about sustainable public procurement. Look for Wikipedia content about 
green purchasing by governments. 

Find Wikipedia articles about extended producer responsibility. Search for policies that 
make manufacturers responsible for product disposal. 

Search for economic sectors focused on renewable energy, efficiency, or environmental 

restoration. 

Find Wikipedia articles about circular economy principles. Search for descriptions of 
how materials and products are reused and circulated. 

Find articles about indicators of sustainability and well-being. Search for non-GDP 
metrics used to track ecological and social health. 

Find Wikipedia articles about sustainable finance or green investing. Search for 

descriptions of financial practices aligned with environmental goals. 

Find descriptions of national sustainability strategies. Search for examples of country-

level policies for sustainable development. 

Find articles about green jobs and employment in sustainability sectors.  

Find articles about green taxation or environmental tax reform. Look for Wikipedia 
entries explaining eco taxes and their policy goals. 

Study the circular economy and its impact on resource use. Explore how reuse, 
recycling, and product life extension reduce environmental burden. 

Examine the impact of fast fashion on sustainable development. Focus on labor, 

pollution, and waste concerns associated with fast fashion, and discuss sustainable 
alternatives. 

Assess the environmental footprint of digital technologies. Look into the energy use, e-
waste, and raw materials behind computing and internet infrastructure. 

Analyze the relationship between poverty and environmental degradation. Examine 

how poverty can both cause and result from unsustainable environmental practices. 
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Examine the ecological impact of lithium extraction in non-European countries. Identify 

environmental consequences of lithium mining in countries like Chile or Argentina as 

discussed in German Wikipedia. 

 

Sustainable tourism 

Find articles about environmental education in tourism. Look for initiatives that inform 

tourists about ecology and sustainable behavior. 

Find Wikipedia articles about overtourism and its consequences. Look for articles about 

areas negatively affected by excessive tourist numbers. 

Find descriptions of local community involvement in tourism. Search for articles 
showing how tourism can support local economies and cultures. 

Find articles about tourism’s impact on water resources. Look for articles discussing 
how tourism affects freshwater availability and pollution. 

Find Wikipedia articles about sustainable cruise tourism. Search for articles describing 

efforts to reduce the environmental footprint of cruises. 

Find articles about slow travel and its environmental benefits. Look for descriptions of 

travel styles that reduce carbon impact and prioritize local experience. 

Find Wikipedia articles about carbon offsetting in tourism. Search for articles on how 
emissions from travel are compensated through offsets. 

Find articles about limits on tourism in protected areas. Look for examples of how 

visitor numbers are regulated in ecologically sensitive regions. 

Find articles about green hotel certifications. Look for programs or standards used to 

certify environmentally friendly accommodations. 

Find Wikipedia articles about ecotourism destinations. Search for examples of travel 
locations that promote nature protection and sustainability. 

 

Sustainable hospitals 

Find articles about healthcare resilience to climate change. Look for descriptions of how 
hospitals prepare for extreme weather and climate risks. 

Find articles about hospital transportation systems. Search for content on how hospitals 
manage patient, staff, and goods transport sustainably. 

Find Wikipedia articles about noise and light pollution in hospitals. Look for articles on 

managing environmental comfort for patients and staff. 
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Find descriptions of sustainable medical supply chains. Search for articles about 
sourcing and logistics practices aimed at reducing environmental impact. 

Find articles about hospital climate action plans. Look for examples of carbon reduction 
strategies in the healthcare sector. 

Find Wikipedia articles about green certifications for hospitals. Search for programs 

that evaluate environmental standards in healthcare buildings. 

Find articles about water conservation in healthcare facilities. Look for examples of how 

hospitals reduce water use. 

Find Wikipedia articles on sustainable hospital meals. Search for hospital food systems 
that focus on sustainability and patient nutrition. 

Find articles about waste management in hospitals. Look for descriptions of recycling 

and hazardous waste handling in hospitals. 

Find Wikipedia articles about energy-efficient hospital buildings. Search for articles 

about hospitals designed or renovated for low energy use. 

 

Sustainable schools 

Find Wikipedia articles about sustainable school meals. Search for school food systems 

focusing on local, seasonal, or vegetarian options. 

Find articles about energy-saving campaigns in schools. Look for examples of campaigns 
to reduce energy use in school buildings. 

Find descriptions of climate activism led by students. Search for Wikipedia articles on 
school-based climate movements. 

Find articles about sustainable school transportation systems. Look for content on 

biking, walking buses, or shared school transport. 

Find Wikipedia articles about green school certifications. Search for descriptions of 

programs that rate schools on environmental performance. 

Find articles about renewable energy use in schools. Search for examples of schools 
using solar, wind, or geothermal energy. 

Find articles about zero-waste school initiatives. Look for school programs aiming to 

eliminate waste through reuse and recycling. 

Find Wikipedia articles about school gardens or urban farming. Search for examples of 

gardening programs run by schools to support sustainability. 
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Find articles about environmental education programs in schools. Look for descriptions 
of curricula or initiatives teaching sustainability in schools. 

Find Wikipedia articles about eco-friendly school buildings. Search for articles 
describing sustainable design features in school construction. 

Understand the role of education in promoting sustainability. Look at how curricula, 

campaigns, and institutions can raise awareness and skills for sustainable living. 

 

Sustainable nature surroundings and supporting the biodiversity of the 

environment 

Find Wikipedia articles about national parks and biodiversity protection. Search for 
encyclopedic descriptions of national parks that protect ecosystems. 

Find articles describing natural habitat restoration projects. Look for examples of 
ecological restoration of wetlands, forests, or grasslands. 

Find Wikipedia articles on pollinator decline and conservation. Search for articles on the 

decline of bees or butterflies and conservation efforts. 

Find articles about invasive species and biodiversity loss. Look for articles on how non-

native species affect ecosystems. 

Find articles about wildlife corridors across transportation routes. Look for examples of 
overpasses or tunnels built for animal movement. 

Find Wikipedia articles about forest fragmentation and its effects. Search for 

descriptions of habitat fragmentation and its impact on biodiversity. 

Find articles about ecosystem services and human benefits. Look for articles describing 

how ecosystems provide value to humans. 

Find descriptions of native plant species used in rewilding. Look for articles on plant 
species reintroduced for ecosystem restoration. 

Find Wikipedia articles about biodiversity hotspots. Search for geographic areas rich in 

biodiversity that are under threat. 

Find articles about urban green corridors or ecological networks. Search for Wikipedia 

content about landscape structures that connect habitats in urban or semi-urban areas. 

Discover cases where desalination has impacted marine ecosystems. Look for 
documentation of environmental concerns arising from seawater desalination facilities. 

Find sustainable agriculture practices for climate resilience. Look for methods like 
permaculture, crop rotation, and agroforestry that improve environmental resilience. 
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Assess the criticism of carbon offset programs tied to forestry. Locate sources that 

question the effectiveness or ethics of tree-planting carbon offsets, especially for 

European companies. 

 

Sustainable recycling solutions 

Find Wikipedia articles about global recycling trade. Look for content about 

international flows of recyclables and economic impact. 

Find articles about recycling of construction and demolition waste. Search for Wikipedia 

articles about handling building debris in sustainable ways. 

Find descriptions of industrial recycling processes. Look for articles about recycling 
systems used in large-scale manufacturing. 

Find articles about upcycling in design or manufacturing. Search for cases where waste 
materials are creatively reused in higher-value products. 

Find Wikipedia articles about plastic waste bans or restrictions. Search for content 

about governmental efforts to limit single-use plastics. 

Find articles about biodegradable or compostable packaging. Look for Wikipedia 

articles about packaging designed to break down naturally. 

Find descriptions of closed-loop recycling systems. Search for articles about systems 
where materials are reused indefinitely without waste. 

Find articles about textile recycling and reuse. Look for Wikipedia articles on clothing 

reuse, recycling practices, or textile waste. 

Find Wikipedia articles about e-waste recycling. Search for articles on the recycling of 

electronic devices and environmental concerns. 

Find articles about bottle deposit systems or recycling incentives. Look for articles 
describing financial or legal mechanisms encouraging recycling behavior. 

 

Sustainable food solutions 

Find examples of traditional sustainable food systems. Search for historical or 
indigenous food systems that emphasize ecological balance. 

Find Wikipedia articles on food waste reduction practices. Look for articles on 
strategies to reduce household and retail food waste. 

Find articles describing the role of insects in sustainable diets. Search for articles about 

the use of insects as food and their ecological benefits. 
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Find articles about food labeling and sustainability. Search for descriptions of food 
labeling schemes such as organic, fair trade, or carbon labels. 

Find articles about community-supported agriculture. Look for Wikipedia articles 
describing how local food networks work between farms and consumers. 

Find descriptions of permaculture as a food system. Search for Wikipedia articles on the 

principles and examples of permaculture. 

Find articles about sustainable seafood and fish farming. Look for articles on 

aquaculture practices and sustainability of seafood. 

Find Wikipedia articles about food miles and environmental impact. Search for 
encyclopedic content on the concept of food transport distances and sustainability. 

Find articles describing plant-based meat alternatives. Look for Wikipedia articles 

covering production and adoption of meat substitutes. 

Find articles about vertical farming and urban agriculture. Search for articles that 

describe techniques and examples of growing food in cities. 

 

Sustainable traffic solutions  

Find articles about mobility hubs for sustainable transport. Look for articles describing 

transport centers where different sustainable modes meet. 

Find Wikipedia articles about traffic calming measures. Search for descriptions of 
techniques to slow or reduce vehicle traffic in neighborhoods. 

Find descriptions of urban tram network expansions. Look for articles describing efforts 
to expand light rail in cities. 

Find Wikipedia articles about shared electric scooters. Search for general overviews of 

rental e-scooter programs in urban transport. 

Find articles about park-and-ride systems. Look for articles describing parking facilities 

connected to public transport. 

Find Wikipedia articles about congestion charges. Search for descriptions of systems 
where drivers pay to enter busy urban zones. 

Find articles describing electric bus systems. Look for descriptions of public transport 

systems using electric buses. 

Find articles about car-free city centers. Search for examples of cities that have removed 

car traffic from central districts. 
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Find Wikipedia articles about bicycle highways. Look for encyclopedic content on long-
distance bike routes built for commuters. 

Find articles about low-emission zones in cities. Search for Wikipedia articles describing 
traffic-restricted areas aimed at reducing pollution. 

Discuss policies supporting sustainable transportation systems.  Include topics like 

public transit, electric vehicles, and infrastructure planning. 

 

Sustainable energy solutions 

Find articles about combining agriculture with solar photovoltaics. Search for 

descriptions of agrovoltaic systems and how land is used for both food and energy. 

Find Wikipedia articles about rooftop solar power in urban environments. Look for 

descriptions of rooftop solar systems and their implementation in cities. 

Find examples of failed renewable energy projects. Search for articles that mention 
prominent renewable energy projects that were cancelled or criticized. 

Find descriptions of energy crops and their ecological effects. Search for articles 

covering the use of crops for energy production and environmental concerns. 

Find Wikipedia articles about hydrogen in transport systems. Look for general articles 

about the use of hydrogen in vehicles and infrastructure, including key challenges. 

Find articles describing energy cooperatives and their role in renewable energy. Search 

for Wikipedia articles on grassroots energy organizations and their contributions to 

energy transition. 

Find Wikipedia articles on lithium mining and related environmental issues. Find 

encyclopedic coverage of lithium extraction methods, environmental risks, and 
producing countries. 

Find instances of public debate around wind farms in rural areas. Look for articles that 

describe reasons for support and opposition to wind turbines in countryside locations. 

Find articles describing geothermal energy technologies and applications. Find 

Wikipedia-style descriptions of how geothermal energy is harnessed, where it is used, 
and its advantages and limitations. 

Find articles about offshore wind power and its development. Find summaries of the 

technical, geographical, and economic aspects of offshore wind power, including its 
history and global expansion. 
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Track shifts in public opinion on nuclear power since 2011. Explore how German 

attitudes toward nuclear energy have evolved after Fukushima, especially in context of 

climate concerns. 

Identify social conflicts caused by wind energy installations. Focus on documented 

opposition to wind turbines due to landscape, noise, or wildlife issues within German 
regions. 

Investigate renewable energy adoption in developing countries.  Discuss challenges and 

solutions for implementing solar, wind, or hydroelectric energy in low-income regions. 

 

Sustainable buildings and their surroundings 

Trace development of bioclimatic architectural theories. Search for history and 

foundational texts on environmentally adaptive architecture. 

Explore urban microclimate effects of building clusters. Investigate how the shape and 

density of building groups influence local temperature and airflow. 

Study thermal mass adaptation in hot and dry climates. Explore passive cooling using 
thick-walled architecture or stone-based structures. 

Review controversies around timber skyscrapers. Look for environmental, safety, or 

regulatory debates surrounding wooden high-rise construction. 

Identify building design strategies for aging populations. Search for environmentally 

sustainable housing adapted to older adults. 

Explore limitations of smart building systems in low-income housing. Focus on 
challenges in implementing automation tech in affordable housing contexts. 

Analyze building-integrated photovoltaics in dense cities. Search for studies or 
examples of BIPV use on high-rises and facades. 

Investigate policy support for passive house standards worldwide. Look for countries 

actively promoting or mandating passive house architecture. 

Assess conflicts between heritage preservation and building energy retrofits. Find cases 

where energy renovations in historical buildings have faced opposition. 

Evaluate effectiveness of vegetated facades in mitigating heat. Focus on green wall 
systems and their thermal performance in urban contexts. 

Track policy debates on climate migration. Identify arguments in favor and against 

recognizing climate-displaced persons as legal refugees. 
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Examine disputes over mining projects in protected areas. Look for controversies 
involving mineral extraction in ecologically sensitive or legally protected locations. 

Find examples of sustainable architecture in arid climates. Search for building designs 
that minimize water use and energy consumption in desert or semi-arid regions. 

Investigate conflicts over land use for palm oil production. Explore how environmental 

and indigenous rights issues intersect in regions affected by industrial palm oil 
plantations. 

Document criticism of Germany's environmental footprint abroad. Find sources 

pointing out how German consumption leads to environmental harm in other countries. 

Discover debates on hydrogen's role in decarbonizing German industry. Explore 

German Wikipedia content discussing pros and cons of green hydrogen in heavy 
industry contexts. 

Find references to soil sealing and its regulation in Germany. Look for mentions of laws 

or controversies around converting permeable land (e.g., farmland) into sealed surfaces. 

Investigate urban heat mitigation strategies in mid-sized German cities. Search for local 

government responses to heat islands, such as green roofs or shaded infrastructure, 
outside major metro areas. 

Evaluate green building techniques for sustainable urban development. Investigate 

energy-efficient materials, passive design, and certifications like LEED or BREEAM. 

Find examples of greenwashing in major infrastructure projects. Look for documented 

cases where ecological sustainability was claimed in large-scale infrastructure (e.g., 
airports, dams) but not supported in practice. 

Trace the political backlash against net-zero building codes. Investigate how mandates 

for energy-neutral buildings have sparked opposition from interest groups or political 
actors in Germany. 

Explore ways to reduce urban carbon emissions. Focus on policies, technologies, and 
behavior changes that reduce carbon footprints in cities. 

 

Link to the Laboratorum Moodle - environment:  

https://digicampus.fi/course/view.php?id=3535&lang=en 


